MYF 2008 E-Consultation Week One Summary
1. What are the most important needs of young people in the HIV/AIDS
pandemic today?

Most respondents reported that the most important need of young people in the HIV pandemic today is opportunity; this includes opportunity to access information, capacity, and access to health care, treatment and care, and equality. 

Respondents highlighted that there is;

· the need for increased access to information and that that lack of access to information and services limits young people's ability to make educated decisions to prevent infection or receive treatment and services.
· need to build the young peoples capacity. Many young people are poor and poverty limits young people's ability to practice safe behaviour, even though they might have the sexual health knowledge. 
· The need to reach youth in different ways- not just in school or through sports. Programs that do not recognize people’s sexual rights and diversity or do not recognize that young people do have sex are not effective.


· The need to keep the focus on HIV- many young people thing there will be an HIV vaccine soon, or that AIDS can be completely managed by drugs, and don’t consider it a problem anymore.

· Policy must take into account economic and housing rights, and structural issues putting youth at risk or encouraging risky behaviour such as transactional sex.

· The need to include injecting drug users (IDUs) 
Many young IDUs, from every region of the world, are completely stigmatized, excluded, criminalized and/or forgotten. Their substance use is not treated as a health concern, and in many countries there are NO services or very few, to help reduce HIV infection between injection drug users, and to increase their health. Because of this, young IDUs are the fastest growing HIV infections in some regions. Because young IDUs are often criminalized they are at an even increased risk through contraction of HIV (or progression of the virus due to lack of treatment) if they are sent to jail. Many IDUs are denied treatment (for HIV) if they are still using.
· need for increased access to youth-friendly, evidence-based, that would provide prevention and treatment 
“When as a young person I walk into a hospital seeking
testing, prevention information and/or tools, or actual treatment/care, I must feel welcomed and safe.”
· the increasing need to review the laws, attitudes and practices that are contrary to human rights and that discriminate against young people and reduce effective action against combating HIV/AIDS. They should be encouraged and have the capacity to be initiators and leaders and not just implementers, recipients of services and interventions, or followers. 
 

Equality between different members of the community is crucial too. If we can't accept all people as members of our society as everyone else, there is no way we can protect them, not to mention giving them leadership positions
·  a) La juventud que vive con VIH/SIDA: La necesidad primordial es acceso
gratuito e inmediato al tratamiento farmacológico antiretroviral según sea
su condición clínica. Acceso completo a educación en salud con respecto a
VIH/SIDA, hay que enseñarles como mantenerse sanos, como prevenir las
infecciones oportunistas, reconocer a tiempo signos y síntomas de alarma, se
hace mucho énfasis en la prevención del VIH, pero y si ya
lo tienes ¿Sabes como mantenerte sano?

b) Se necesitan campañas de prevención más eficaces, más agresivas. La
gente sabe como se transmite el VIH, saben como prevenirlo, pero ¿por que
hay gente que aún sabiéndolo no lo ponen en practica? Pienso que hay
necesidad de llevar la prevención a niveles de niñez temprana, que los niños
crezcan sabiendo que es el VIH/SIDA, que lo hagan parte de sí mismos... creo que así vamos a tener una realidad muy distinta en cuanto a VIH/SIDA se refiere.    

c) Legislaciones que protejan los derechos de la persona que vive con
VIH/SIDA. Si bien es cierto muchos países poseen tales leyes, no hay
organismos que vigilen su cumplimiento. Aun existen personas que son
discriminadas por el estigma del VIH/SIDA. Hay que establecer un organismo internacional que vele por los derechos y promulgue los deberes de la persona que vive con VIH/SIDA. 

2. In your country (please state your country), are young people consulted
with and included in addressing youth vulnerability and forming
youth-specific HIV/AIDS policy? If so, describe their involvement (are the
youth in positions of power, do they get to provide feedback or write
legislation, etc).

Most respondents reported that their countries are making effort in consulting and including young people in development issues especially in policy development. These efforts though, they felt, are often very limited and non reflective as they do not take into account the views of those from the grass roots

Respondents from Venezuela, Egypt and Nigeria report that although youths are not fully involved or consulted they were aware that young people provide feedback to government and the language regarding sexual reproductive health is changing. Nigeria further goes on to state that young people are now  actively consulted with and included in addressing youth vulnerability and forming policies such as youth specific HIV/AIDS policy and that youth leaders are now being engaged as members of the Nigeria Agency on HIV/AIDS Control (NACA). In Ghana, a young person is involved in the Ghana AIDS Commission, but there is no transparent, competitive application process, and the young representative is not required to have an HIV/RH focus or interest. Youth are only considered implementers in Syria, not as program designers; this may be a result of cultural/religious norms around youth leadership.
Yet young people are only included mostly for feedback, but not really participating in the planning process. Planning is only done by young people within the youth-led NGOs and the programs and/or projects led by youth. Young person from Egypt
Other respondents from countries such as UK, Australia and Canada reflect that youths are mainly consulted through non profit or non governmental institutions. They also reflect that information about Reproductive health usually reach the young people through the school system. The respondents reported that they were not aware of youth involvement in policy writing or development or whether youths were consulted and at which levels. Although some reflected that they were aware of young people serving as members of management committees of various organizations 

It is possible that youth are consulted but it is not clear at which levels and whether this has any true impact on youth sexual health on the ground. Young person from Canada 
·    En tu país (por favor enfócate en tu país), las personas jóvenes son
> consultadas e incluidas para tratar la vulnerabilidad de la juventud y crear
> políticas específicas en juventud y VIH/SIDA? En caso afirmativo, describe la participación (si los/as jóvenes están en posición de poder, si son
escuchados o participan en la creación de leyes, políticas u otra
herramienta legislativa).*


En Panamá los jóvenes SI somos consultados. Aunque es triste confesar que
solo una pequeña parte de la juventud esta interesada en participar
activamente de esto. Los jóvenes tenemos voz y voto en cuanto a la
confección de campañas de prevención. Participamos en la creación de leyes
pero solo ofreciendo nuestra opinión, no podemos tomar la desición de
aprobar o no una ley, pero si somos escuchados. La participación de la
juventud se hace a través de ONG`s dedicadas al VIH/SIDA y el despacho de la primera dama que son la primera línea de defensa con que cuenta Panamá para prevención.

  

3. What kind of steps should the government take to prevent the spread of
HIV among young people in your country that they are not taking already?

Respondents believe the following should be done to prevent the spread of HIV amongst young peoples:
·  Our Governments need to honour and Implement all international treaties on young peoples rights

· There is an increasing need for Governments to review existing laws, in an inclusive manner, and re-evaluate the elements that are still discriminating some community members, and this includes mostly women in general as well as LGBT

· Our Governments should tackle social biases that lead to social exclusion and
marginalization of different groups and ensure that young people are able to
access their rights, particularly as related to education, health services,
and the necessities of life (food, shelter, transportation).

· HIV education continues to be an important element and needs to be integrated into the teaching curricula within health education so that from
a young age people are aware of the facts rather than myths.

·  Our Governments need to engage young people in constructive and appropriate life and capacity building programmes that can provide opportunity for young people not only to take the responsibilities of HIV prevention themselves but also make informed choices about what they want to be in life.

· Promote youth led/serving organisation working in the areas of HIV prevention among young people. 
·  Address the sexualization of girls and young women as a public health concern, due to the impact on their sexual health and mental health.

· The government needs to allocate more funding especially for intervention programs against HIV/AIDS and especially those led by young people.

· The media should be used effectively to consult, inform, and educate young people about reproductive health, HIV preventions treatment and care.
· HIV programs need to offer services in places/ communication means that are accessible to young people- where they socialize and in language they use. 
Finally some respondents indicated that we as informed youths need to figure out more ways to become involved, and in solidarity, help those who don't have access to information, services or capacity building. 
Whether through citizen-oriented advocacy efforts or linkages to other social movements, young people must not become isolated in our fight to end the pandemic. We need to continue to become smarter in the way we continue to engage other young people and avoid excluding prospective allies.
